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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

SB 940 (Yee) 

Unnecessarily exposes employers to joint and several liabilities for workers’ compensation with temporary staffing agencies while proposing to resolve terminal pay timing for employees of temporary staffing agencies.

While the temporary staffing agency industry is hopeful that this bill would provide clear guidelines for the timing of the payment of wages when an employee of the staffing agency completes an assignment with the client, it is unreasonable to include workers’ compensation requirements that extend client liability beyond current law for workers’ compensation of that staffing agency employee. Under current law, joint liability is permissive but not mandatory. This provision could eliminate the benefits to a business of using the employees of a temporary services agency.

SB 940 creates a situation where an employee of a temporary services company could easily sue the client of the temporary services company in civil court if that client did not secure workers’ compensation insurance, even if that client believed that the temporary services company had secured the payment of workers’ compensation insurance. This as an erosion of exclusive remedy, which is a cornerstone of the workers’ compensation system in California.

SB 940 is identical to CalChamber-opposed AB 1710 (Swanson), which was vetoed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2007.

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
SB 940 is scheduled to be considered by the Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee upon the call of the committee chair Senator Carole Migden

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LEGAL PROTECTION AND REFORM

AB 1394 (Krekorian) 

Counterfeit: Trademarks — Improves protections of trademark owner rights and consumer health and safety by strengthening California laws against trafficking of fake products such as auto parts, prescription drugs, and children's toys.

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
Assembly Public Safety Hearing January 15th 
SB 423 (Harman) 

Exemplary Damages — Helps improve California’s rock-bottom legal climate by preventing out-of-control, extreme punitive damages awards with a cap that limits them to an amount no greater than three times the compensatory damages award. 

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing January 15th 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION

SB 509 (Simitian) 

Consumer Products — Requires manufacturers of consumer products made in California, and wholesalers of consumer products not made in California, to create a website that contains a list of all substances that are contained in consumer products in quantities above 1/10 of 1 percent with no protection for trade secrets.

Recommended Position: 
OPPOSE
Status:
No hearing date set.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CONTAINER TAX

SB 974 (Lowenthal) 

Tax on Freight Movement — Imposes a per-container tax in the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland; Funds will remain locally and be used for roads, rail, and other infrastructure projects related to the ports.

Recommended Position: 
SUPPORT
Status:
No hearing date set.

